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Inside this issue: 

Bay County and the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity have recently approved a proposed amendment from 
the St. Joe Company to the West Bay Area Sector Plan that 
added approximately 32,900 acres of St. Joe-owned property in 
Bay County west of the West Bay Area Sector Plan and 13,000 
acres in Walton County.  The plan has retitled the existing West 
Bay Area Sector Plan to the Bay-Walton Sector Plan.  The Plan 
extends west, generally along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, to 
the Choctawhatchee Bay, for a total area of approximately 
110,000 acres.  The plan replaces the currently approved Sector 
Plan and West Bay Detailed Specific Area Plan in the Bay County 
Comprehensive Plan.  The new plan focuses on new residential, 
village, and town center development.  It proposes to have 40% to 
60% of the total units to be age restricted (occupied by someone 
who is 55 years or older).  The plan has a 50 year build-out time 
frame and includes a maximum forecasted population of 319,000 
people with 145,494 dwelling units.   These new developments 
are proposed to be connected with an extensive system of multi-
modal trails running from County Road 30A in Walton County to 
the existing Gayleôs Trails network near SR 79 in Bay 
County.  The proposed West Bay Parkway connecting Northwest 
Florida Beaches International Airport and SR 388 to Walton 
County is also a key component of the plan.  Bay County Planning 
staff is currently working on updating the Land Development 
Regulations to coincide with the newly changed land 

plan.  Possible development plans in ands 
around the SR 79 bridge and the intracoastal 
waterway is anticipated later this year  

See map on next page... 
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